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Reducing seabird bycatch:  
From identifying problems 

to implementing policy
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Around 100,000 albatrosses die every year 
from longlines and other fishing gear
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Black-browed albatross
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• 4 Critically Endangered
• 6 Endangered 
• 8 Vulnerable 
• 4 Near Threatened
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•• 6 Endangered 6 Endangered 

•• 8 Vulnerable 8 Vulnerable 
•• 4 4 Near ThreatenedNear Threatened

� �� � ��  ��
�� � ! � � � ! �� � �� � �� � �" ��� � � �
� � �� ���� �
� � " � � �� � � � �
� �� #� � �� �

• Streamer line – scares birds away from longline 
• Weighted longline – sinks too fast for birds to 

reach baited hooks
• Underwater setting – longline inaccessible to 

birds
• No fish waste discarded – avoids attracting birds
• Night setting – avoids catching albatrosses since 

they feed mostly by day
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Can reduce seabird mortality by over 95%

The simplest kind of line-weighting
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‘Mustad’ underwater setting tube
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This is a solvable problem – we 
know how to prevent seabirds 
being killed on longlines!

Campaign approach:

This is a solvable problem – we 
know how to prevent seabirds 
being killed on longlines!

Campaign approach:

• science: building the evidence 

• influence international decision-makers  

• grass roots work with fishermen

• raise public awareness and support
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Science: putting albatrosses on 
the map
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Data courtesy of the British 
Antarctic Survey

Albatross and petrel satellite tracking

Satellite tracking locations in the BirdLife Global Procellariiform Tracking Database
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Influencing the 
management of high 
seas longline fisheries 
which overlap albatross 
distribution
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Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources

Five Tuna 
Commissions over lap 
with 84% of 
albatross distr ibution

CCAMLR reduced seabird bycatch by >99%
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• In 2004, only two had seabird resolutions 
and none had active bycatch meetings

• All five now have seabird resolutions, as 
well as bycatch meetings with seabirds 
on agenda

• Four out of five now require vessels to 
use bycatch mitigation measures

Working at the grass roots: 

BirdLife International’s  
Albatross Task Force

Working at the grass roots: 

BirdLife International’s  
Albatross Task Force
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Albatross Task Force (ATF):Albatross Task Force (ATF):
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Thank You !!!!!

www.savethealbatross.net


