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EDUCATION 

 

1997-2002 University of Oslo: Ph.D. (doctor artium) in 2002. 

Doctoral studies in sinology (environmental policy, resettlement policy, 

Chinese politics, culture, society, and modern history of China).  

The Ph.D., dissertation, The Decision-making for the Three Gorges Project 

Resettlement in China, was submitted to the University of Oslo in March 

2002. Thesis defence in December 2002. 

1998-99 

1994 

Maternity leave 

University of Oslo: Doctoral studies in sinology. 

1989-1992 University of Oslo: Cand. Philol. degree (MA) 1992.  

Chinese language, environmental policy, politics, literature, ancient and 

modern history. MA thesis: China’s Environmental Crisis: The Battle of 

Sanxia 

1987-89 Beijing University, China:  Diploma 

Modern and classical Chinese literature, history of modern literature, 

Chinese history and culture, newspaper readings including political 

analysis. 

1985-86 Beijing Language Institute, China: Diploma  

Subjects studied were grammar, modern and classical Chinese language, 

history, culture. 

1982 Universitée de Savoie, France: Diploma 

 

 

RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

2007- 

2007-2008 

2003-2007 

Fridtjof Nansen Institute (FNI): Senior Research Fellow.  

Maternity leave (August-May) 

Director of Global Programme at FNI 

 



 

1997-2002 Fridtjof Nansen Institute (FNI):   

•  Researcher and Ph.D. candidate at the FNI.  

 

1997-2001 The Forum for Norwegian China Competence:  

FNI’s representative on the board for the Forum. The Forum consisted of 

ministries, enterprises and research institutes and universities. 

Tasks: to participate in board meetings, make decisions on seminar topics, 

make presentations at seminars organised by the Forum, supervise the 

Forum’s secretary. 

  

1995-1997 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Beijing:  

Programme officer in the Energy and Environment division of UNDP with 

special responsibility for GEF projects, Montreal Protocol projects, 

participation in writing of project proposals and in the initiation of projects 

(such as the Women and Environment project, environmental education). 

One important task was to have regular contacts with the commissions, 

ministries and academic institutions in China in relation to the project 

initiation and implementation phases, as well as with the donor 

community. 

1994-1995 United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Beijing: 

Programme officer in the UNIFEM office with the following tasks: to 

assist the Special Adviser on the World Conference on Women (WCW) in 

establishing an office in Beijing, participate in the preparations for the 

WCW including public relations activities, establish a relationship with the 

Chinese media, provide information to the Chinese and international 

media, international community on the developments for the World 

Conference on Women and the NGO conference. 

1993-1994 Fridtjof Nansen Institute:  

Research assistant at the FNI. 

 

• Secretary for the Forum for Norwegian China Competence; assisted 

the co-ordinator with the initiation of the Forum (International 

expert: Building Capacity for the Clean Development Mechanism 

in China, UNDP project. 

• Secretary for the Forum for Norwegian China Competence; assisted 

the co-ordinator with the initiation of the Forum (in 1994), and 

preparations for Forum meetings and seminars. 

1991-1992 Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI):  

Student grant at NUPI to write the MA thesis. 

 

 



 

PROJECTS 

 

2007-2008 Project leader for China’s Climate Change Policy: Through the Prism of 

Energy Policy 

Co-responsible for the CDM study. 

Project funded by Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

StatoilHydro. 

2004-2007 Project leader for Key actors and the climate regime: Lessons and future 

options 

Responsible for the China studies. 

Project funded by the Norwegian Research Council (NRC).  

2005-2006 International expert, OECD Environmental Performance Review (EPR) of 

China.  

Responsible for compiling energy and transport in the Air management 

chapter; participated and presented conclusions and recommendations at 

the OECD Working Party on Environmental Performance, Beijing 8-9 

November 2006. 

2005-2006 Project participant in Blueprint for East-Asian Energy Efficiency 

Cooperation: International Framework to Promote Energy Efficiency in 

East Asia.  

Project funded by Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry 

(CRIEPI), international group of experts: Energy Research Institute (ERI), 

Beijing. Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL). University of 

San Francisco (USF), San Francisco. International Energy Agency (IEA), 

Paris. 

2004-2006 International expert: Building Capacity for the Clean Development 

Mechanism in China, UNDP project. 

Responsible for compiling project reports regarding the CDM market and 

CDM developments in other developing countries. 

2003-2004 Project leader for the project Design of the CDM-system in China 

2002-2008 Project participant in The Role of the UN in Global Environmental 

Governance: Potential for Increased Effectiveness? Responsible for 

China. (NRC) 

2001-2003 Project participant in Alternatives to the Kyoto Protocol: Possibilities and 

Consequences. Responsible for China.(NRC) 

 Project participant in Implementing the Kyoto Protocol. Responsible for 

China. 

1997-2001 Responsible for the PhD project The Decision-making for the Three 

Gorges Project Resettlement in China.  

Funded by the Norwegian Research Council (NRC) and FNI). 



2000-2001 Co-responsible for project Chinese climate policies and the potential for 

CDM (2000-2001) (funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

 

OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 

 

2005 -  Board member of Nordic Association for China Studies (NACS) 

2003 - FNI representative for the Nordic NIAS Council (Nordic Institute for 

Asian Studies) 

2003- Member of Board of Advisors for journal Sustainable Development 

Research (in Chinese), published by Centre for Sustainable 

Development, CASS 

1998-2000 Sinological Advisory Group (SAG):  

Member of the SAG to give input and advice to the China Rule of Law 

project at the Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo 

2000 - Supervisor and external examiner for Master students 

 

 

  

 

LANGUAGE & DEGREE OF PROFICIENCY: 

 

 Spoken Read Written 

English Fluent Fluent Fluent 

Chinese Fluent Fluent Fluent 

French Fluent Fluent Average 

German Average Average Average 

Spanish Limited Limited Limited 

 



PUBLICATIONS 

Submitted and forthcoming work 

Heggelund., Gørild and Steinar Andresen (forthcoming 09), ‘China’s Climate Change Policy: 

National priorities and domestic politics decide’, book chapter; submitted to MIT 

Press. 

Heggelund, Gørild and Inga Fritzen Buan. (forthcoming 2009). "China in the Asia-Pacific 

Partnership - Consequences for UN Climate Change Commitments? International 

Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics. 

 
Published 

Heggelund, Gørild, 2008. 'The Disappearance of Homes and Money: The Case of the Three 

Gorges Dam' In Global Corruption Report 2008. Corruption in the Water Sector. 

Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, pp. 99-101. 

Kasa, Sjur, Anne. T. Gullhaug and Gørild Heggelund, 2008. The Group of 77 in International 

Climate Negotiations: Recent Developments and Future Directions, International 

Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, 8 (2): pp. 113-127. 

Heggelund, Gørild, 2007. ‘China’s Climate Change Policy: Domestic and International 

Developments’, Asian Perspective, Vol. 31, No. 2, pp. 155-191.  

Heggelund, Gørild and Ellen Bruzelius Backer, 2007.  China and UN environmental policy:  

institutional growth, learning and implementation, in International Environmental 

Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, Vol 7, No 4, 2007, pp. 415-438.  

Sugiyama, Taishi, Gørild Heggelund and Takahiro Ueno, 'The Need for Energy Efficiency 

Cooperation'. In Sugiyama and Oshita (eds), Cooperative Climate. Energy Efficiency 

Across East Asia. Winnipeg, International Institute for Sustainable Development 

(IISD), 2006, pp. 11-33. 

Ohshita, Stephanie, Steve Wiel and Gørild Heggelund, 'Cooperation Structure: The Growing 

Role of Independent Cooperation Networks'. In Sugiyama and Oshita (eds), 

Cooperative Climate. Energy Efficiency Across East Asia. Winnipeg, International 

Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), 2006, pp. 39-62. 

Ohshita, Stephanie, Alan Meier, Steve Wiel and Gørild Heggelund, 'Cooperation Targets: 

From Industry to Energy Services'. In Sugiyama and Oshita (eds), Cooperative 



Climate. Energy Efficiency Across East Asia. Winnipeg, International Institute for 

Sustainable Development (IISD), 2006, pp. 79-94. 

Heggelund, Gørild, (2006) ‘Resettlement Programmes and Environmental Capacity in the 

Three Gorges Dam Project’, Development and Change 37 (1): 179-199. 

Heggelund, Gørild, Steinar Andresen and SunYing,(2005) ‘Performance of the Global 

Environmental Facility (GEF) in China: Achievements and Challenges as seen by the 

Chinese’, International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics 

(IEA),  5: 323-348. 

Bang, Guri, Gørild Heggelund and Jonas Vevatne, (2005) Shifting strategies in the global 

climate negotiations, FNI report 6/2005, Lysaker. 

Heggelund, Gørild (2005), 'Running into Dead Ends: Challenges in Researching the Three 

Gorges Dam'. China Environment Series, Woodrow Wilson International Center for 

Scholars, Vol 7. 

Heggelund, Gørild (2004), Environment and Resettlement Politics in China: The Three 

Gorges Project. Hampshire (UK), Ashgate, Series: King's SOAS Studies in 

Development Geography Ashgate Publishing (ISBN  0 7546 3859 6).  

Wei Lin, Gørild Heggelund, Kristian Tangen and Li Jun Feng (2004), Efficient 

Implementation of the Clean Development Mechanism in China?, FNI Report 1/2004. 

Heggelund, Gørild  (2003), The Significance of the UN Global Conferences on China’s 

Domestic Environmental Policymaking, FNI Report 11, Lysaker: Norway. 

–  (2003) ‘The Three Gorges dam: taming the waters of the Yangtze – creating social 

instability?, No. 2, June, NIAS Nytt Asia Insights. 

Tangen, Kristian and Gørild Heggelund (2003) ‘Will the Clean Development Mechanism be 

effectively implemented in China?’ Volume nr. 3, issue no. 3 (2003) s. 303-307, 

Viewpoint, Climate Policy. 

Tangen, Kristian and Gørild Heggelund (2003) Will the Clean Development Mechanism be 

effectively implemented in China?, FNI Report 8/2003. 

Tangen, Kristian, Heggelund, Gørild and Buen, Jørund (2001), ‘China’s climate change 

positions: At a Turning point?, Energy and Environment, Vol. 12, Nos 2&3, 2001. 

Tangen Kristian, Heggelund, Gørild and Hu, Tao (2000), Climate Policies in China: 

Institutional setting and the potential for the CDM, FNI Report, no. 12. 



Lunde, Leiv and Heggelund, Gørild (1997) “The Environment and Economic Growth in 

China; Who Wins?”, in Hjellum, T. and Bekkevold J.I (Eds.) The Chinese Challenge 

(in Norwegian): Tano Aschehoug. 

Heggelund, Gørild (1994), Moving a Million, The Challenges of the Sanxia Resettlement, 

NUPI Research Report No. 181, October, Oslo: Norwegian Institute of International 

Affairs. 

– (1993), China’s Environmental Crisis: The Battle of Sanxia, NUPI Research Report  

No. 170, August, Oslo: Norwegian Institute of International Affairs. 

 
Unpublished Project Reports  

 

Sun Ying and Gørild Heggelund (2008), CDM Development in China, Fridtjof Nansen 

Institute, Beijing and Lysaker, 8 April, 2008.  

Heggelund, Gørild, (2007) Report from CCICED seminar for the Ministry of Environment of 

Norway International Seminar on Low Carbon Economy and China’s Energy & 

Environment Policy Beijing, 23 and 24 April, 2007, 16 May, Fridtjof Nansen Institute 

Heggelund, Gørild (2006), The Clean Development Mechanism in China:  Status and 

Potential, Report for the Norwegian Energy and Environment Consortium.  

Heggelund, Gørild (28 November 2005), International CER Market and CDM Experiences in 

other Developing countries, Final report, CPR/01/002 and CPR/02/H02 UNDP 

project, Building Capacity for the Clean Development Mechanism in China, FNI. 

Røyrvik, Emil, Arne L. Bygdås, Gørild Heggelund and Pål Næsje (2004), The China 

Exeperience – Results from Round One, Internal Report for Hydro, SINTEF. 

Heggelund, Gørild (22 December 2004), Update on International CER Market following 

Russian ratification and CDM Experiences in other Developing countries, Interim 

report CPR/01/002 and CPR/02/H02 UNDP project, Building Capacity for the Clean 

Development Mechanism in China, FNI. 

Heggelund, Gørild (17 September 2004), Tendencies of International CER Market and CDM 

Experiences in other Developing countries, Interim report CPR/01/002 and 

CPR/02/H02 UNDP project, Building Capacity for the Clean Development 

Mechanism in China, FNI. 



 

 

 


