Program

International environmental obligations, domestic implementation and public participation in Armenia
Hotel Miami, Sevan, Armenia, 18-21 September 2007.

Day 1 (Tuesday, 18 September) 
	11.00-12.30
	Departure from Yerevan and arrival to Sevan Miami hotel

	12:30-13.00
	Accommodation of lecturers and participants

	13.00-14.00
	Light lunch 

	14.00-14.30
	Opening of the seminar; welcome addresses on behalf of:

	
	a/ the Ministry of Nature Protection of RA

	
	b/ the Fridtjof Nansen Institute 

	
	c/ Gegharquniq Marzpetaran

	
	d/ Sevan National Park 

	
	e/ WWF Armenian Country Office

	14.30-15.00
	Presentation of aims and objectives for the seminar: key questions to be considered by the participants throughout the seminar – Peter Johan Schei

	Section: International environmental treaties

	15.00-15.40
	International environmental institutions: An overview of development and significance – Steinar Andresen

	15.40-16.10
	International environmental treaties ratified by Armenia – Larisa Kharatova

	16.10-16.30
	The Convention on Biological Diversity in Armenia – Tatyana Danielyan

	16.30-17.00
	Coffee/tea break 

	17.00-17.20
	The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in Armenia – Artashes Ziroyan

	17.20-17.35
	The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention), a new environmental treaty in Armenia – Hasmik Ghalachyan

	17.35-17.55
	The Aarhus Centres in Armenia – mediators between the authorities and civil society – Gohar Ghazinyan

	17.55-18.00
	Practical announcements

	18.00-19.30
	Opening reception and dinner

	19.30-21.00
	Departure of guests from Sevan and arrival to Yerevan 


Day 2 (Wednesday, 19 September) 
	08.00-09.00
	Breakfast 

	Section: Environmental Management in Armenia

	09.00-10.00
	Environmental Management – what are our challenges? Introductory session. Facilitator: Peter Johan Schei

	10.00-11.00
	Mainstreaming and Horizontal Sector Cooperation in Environmental Management – Peter Johan Schei

	11.00-11.30
	Coffee/tea break 

	11.30-13.00
	Good Governance – Norwegian Experiences 
· Norwegian environmental policy. Good governance: ambitions and   realities – Steinar Andresen
· Vertical co-operation in nature management – Peter Johan Schei 

· Risk analysis/EIAs in Nature Management – Peter Johan Schei

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch 

	14.00-16.00


	Experiences thus far in Armenia & challenges ahead.

· Legislative Obligations and Practical Challenges Concerning the Biosafety Action Plan – Artashes Ziroyan
· The Second National Environmental Action Plan - NEAP-2 – view of expert – Susanna Hakobyan
· Discussion on environmental policies seen from the perspective of the different ministries present 
· International obligations and challenges of protected area network development in Armenia – Karen Manvelyan

	16.00-16.30
	Coffee/tea break 

	16.30-18.00
	Sketch work: How can various sectors and levels of government cooperate in environmental management? Facilitator: Karen Jenderedjian

	18.00-19.00
	Free time 

	19.00-20.00
	Dinner 


 Day 3 (Thursday, 20 September) 

	08.00-09.00
	Breakfast

	Section: Implementation in practice – case studies

	09.00-10.00
	Departure from ‘Miami’ and arrival in the resort Town Tsakhkadzor

	10.00-10.30
	Visiting Kecharis Monastery

	10.30-11.00
	Visiting Orbeli Brothers Museum

	11.00-11.45
	Case study ‘Development of Tourism Industry and Environmental Protection – importance of balance’ – interviews with representatives of local authorities with coffee/tea in cafeteria

	11.45-12.30
	Departure from Town Tsakhkadzor and arrival to Tsakhkadzor forest altitude edge 

	12.30-13.00
	Case study ‘Challenges of energy sector development and environmental protection in Armenia’

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch/picnic on the Tsakhkadzor forest edge

	14.00-14.30
	Departure from Tsakhkadzor forest edge and arrival to Marmarik Reservoir damn construction

	14.30-15.00
	Case study ‘Obstacles and challenges of water resources management in Armenia’

	15.00-15.15
	Departure from Marmarik Reservoir and arrival to Village Hankavan

	15.15-16.15
	Visiting Natural Hot Springs in Hankavan with coffee/tea

	16.15-17.15
	Departure from Hankavan and arrival to Lchashen Cove

	17.15-17.45
	Case study ‘Water level raising and forest flooding on the example of Lchashen Cove’

	17.45-18.00
	Departure from Lchashen Cove and arrival to hotel ‘Miami’

	18.00-19.00
	Free time

	19.00-20.00
	Dinner 


Day 4 (Friday 21 September) 
	08.00-09.00
	Breakfast

	Section: Civil Society and Dialogue with Decision-makers

	09.00-09.30
	The role of NGOs: Lessons from the international arena – Steinar Andresen

	09.30-10.00
	Civil society and public participation: The Norwegian and Russian cases – Pål Skedsmo

	10.00-10.30
	Environmental NGOs in Armenia:

Relations to Authorities and International Donors  – Anna Jenderedjian

	10.30-11.00
	Discussion on the role of civil society in Armenia.  Facilitator: Suzanna Hakobyan

	11.00-11.30
	Coffee/tea break

	11.30-12.50
	Summing up – lessons learned and the way forward. Facilitator: Peter Johan Schei

	12.50-13.00
	Concluding remarks

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch 

	14.00-15.30
	Departure from Sevan “Miami” Hotel and arrival to Yerevan


