RussCasp Research Note
Turkmenistan gas reserves exaggerated

The Russian newspaper Vremya Novostey yesterday (13 Dec.) published an interesting
article on Turkmenistan. | interpret the main points of the article as follows:

The much advertised reserves the Yolotan- Yashlar group of gas fields have probably
been exaggerated by a factor of 2 or 3.

This was discovered because foreign companies were preparing some bids for
tenders and in this connection had to acquire expensive information packages.
Seemingly some companies may have attempted to buy some of the information for
the package on the black market from Turkmen bureaucrats. When examining the
information they had purchased they found it so unprofessionally prepared that it was
useless, and at the same time the authorities were unable to cough up more reliable
data.

The article speculates that this shows that there are no reliable data on these fields,
only data conjured up by mid-level Turkmen officials in order to promote their careers,
and that also Gaffney, Cline and Associates did not actually produce their own data
but based their estimations on the same spurious Turkmen data.

Turkmenistan’s top political echelon caught wind of the issue, and started digging. As
a result an Emergency Meeting of the Turkmen Cabinet of Ministers was held in the
evening the day before yesterday (12 Oct.), at which many of the top people in the
petroleum sector were fired or reshuffled. The new minister of oil and gas industry
and mineral resources is Oraznur Nurmyradov; Annaguly Deryaev has been
transferred to head of the state corporation Turkmennebit; and Nury Mukhammedov
has been named new head of Turkmengaz.

In a parallel but most likely unrelated development, it seems that foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov, who was appointed by Niyazov in 2001 and is thus the longest
standing minister (and now the only Niyazov holdover?) has fallen out of favour due
to Berdymukhamedow’s dissatisfaction with his trip to the UN General Assembly in
New York. It is not clear whether anything or what might happen to Meredov.

The part of the article that specifically concerns the gas fields seems to build one
“knowledgeable” anonymous source(s) in Ashgabad, although this is not entirely
clear.

The article is written by Arkadi Dubnov, who is known as one of the best informed
Russian journalists on the broader Central Asian region and also locked in conflict
with the Turkmen regime.

| have not personally had the opportunity to verify the contents of the article yet.

If the article turns out to be correct, it is possible that such exaggerations are also a broader
phenomenon, which in turn would imply that Turkmen gas reserves are vastly over-
estimated. This could in turn have implications for Turkmenistan’s envisaged role as a rising
exporter, heightening the risk of a Turkmen over-stretch between exports to Russia/Europe,
China and Iran.

Meredov has been considered one of the top three power brokers in Turkmenistan, and likely
was one of the king-makers of Berdymukhammedow. If his power were to decline it would be
a significant event in the Turkmen political landscape.

The original article in Russian can be found below.
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Tpy6onpokon

TypkmeHus cpanbcudmuympoBasna gaHHbIe O 3anacax rasa

B TypkMeHCKUX KOpHIOpax BJIACTH 3PEIOT IPOMKUE CKaHAAJbl, YPEBATHIE CEPHE3HBIMU
HOCIEACTBUAMH I SHEPIE€THUECKOM ITOJINTUKU B KaCIIUHCKOM PErMOHE U NIEPCIIEKTHUB
CTPOUTENILCTBA TPYOOIPOBOAOB AJIS SKCIIOPTA KACIUICKHUX YIJIEBOJOPOAOB HA MUPOBBIE
poiakHU. Kak crano usBectHo «BpemeHn HOBOCTEN» U3 OCBEIOMIIEHHBIX HCTOYHUKOB B
Hedrera3oBoii chepe Typkmennn, oOHapyskeHa (hanbcuuKaIKs JAHHBIX O Pa3BEJaHHBIX H
M3BJIEKAaEMBIX 3amnacax raza Ha MonoraHo-nurapckoi rpynmne MeCTOPOKICHUN.
BrIsicHUIIOCE, YTO HIMPOKO pa3peKIaMUPOBAHHBIE 3aaChl TYPKMEHCKUX Fa30BBIX KJIAaJ0BBIX
3aBBIIICHBI IO KpaHEN Mepe B IBa-TPH pasa.

Kax m3BectHo, B 2008 roay anrmmiickas kommanus Gaffney, Cline and Associates
ommy0JMKOBaja JaHHbIE ayJuTa ra3oBoro MmecropoxxaeHus «tOxupiit Monoranp -- OcMan».
CornacHo 3TUM JaHHBIM, KaKk co001mano areHTcTBo Bloomberg, MmecTopokieHue momy4auso
oHUIMaTBEHBIN CTATYC «CYMIEPTUTaHTCKOT0», €TO 3aMachl OLEHUBAINCH B 6 TPIIH KyOOMETpPOB.
OTO0 moYTH B ABa pa3a Oosblie, 4eM pa3BeJaHHble 3anachl IITOkMaHOBCKOTO MECTOPOKAECHUS
B Poccun (3,7 Tpnu kybomeTpoB). Takue gannbie npuBoui B pespaie 2009 roga na
koH(epennuu B Jlonnone menemxep Gaffney, Cline and Associates 1o Ou3zHec-pa3BUTHIO
Joxum Jxummer.

B nagane oxTa0ps TYpKMEHCKHUE BIACTH PATIOPTOBAIN O MOATBEPKICHUN OIICHOK
aHrmiickoi kommanuu. Kak coobman narepHeT-cailT « TypKkMeHHCTaH.py», 00 3TOM
CBHJICTEIILCTBOBAJIN PE3yIbTATHI OYPEHUS TPEX CKBAXKWH, HAXOSAITUXCS B 30HE
MecTopoxacaus «tOxubIi Monorans -- OcMaH», «IOJTydeHbl MAJUTMOHHBIC ICOUTHI Ta3a, a
nepBasi MIOMCKOBAs CKBAXKMHA HA MECTOPOXKIeHNU «MuHapa» Jana MpOMBIIIICHHBIN PUTOK
raza 1eOMTOM CBBIIIE 4 MITH KyOOMETPOB B CYTKH».

Eme criycts napy AHel BBIAICHUIIOCH, UTO 3allachl ra3a MepeolieHeHbl B HECKOJIBKO pas3.
OO0HapyKUIIOCh 3TO, KaK COOOIIal0T UCTOYHHUKH "Bpemenn HoBocTel" n3 Anixabaza,
cllyyaiiHo, B pe3ysbTaTe 3a1poca, MOJyYeHHOr0 TYPKMEHCKMMU BJIACTSIMU OT HEKOTOPBIX
3anaJHbIX KOMIIAHUH ¢ MPOCHOOH MOATBEPAUTD JaHHBIE ayAUTa MECTOPOXKIACHUNA. DTH
KOMITaHUHM HaMepPEeBAJINCh MPUHATH Y4aCTUE B TEHJIEPE HA OCBOCHHE HOBBIX MECTOPOXKICHHH.
A OJTHMM U3 YCJIOBHH y4acTHs COTJIACHO TYPKMEHCKOMY 3aKOHOJIATEIbCTBY ObLIO
o0s13aTeNIbHOE MPUOOPETEHNE MaKeTa JOKYMEHTOB C TEXHUUECKUMH XapaKTepUCTUKAMU
CTOMMOCTBIO HECKOJIBKO COTEH ThICSU A0J1apoB. Ho HEKOTOpBIE YNHOBHUKY U3
TYPKMEHCKOTO He(pTera3oBoro KOMILIEKCA yCIIeIH OJACYSTHTHCS B "BTEMHYIO" TIPOJATh
3amnaJHUKaM HEKOTOPbIE IaHHBIE U3 3TOTO MAKEeTa.

Bunumo, aHanus 3TuX JaHHBIX HACTOPOXKUJI 3anasHble KoMmnanuu. Kak 3ameTun
anmxabaJIcKuii UCTOYHHUK «BpeMeHn HOBOCTEI», MPETOCTABICHHBIC MATEPHUAIIbI, OUYCBUJIHO,
OBUTH M3II0’KEHBI CTOJIb HETIPO(ECCHOHAIBHO, YTO TMOKYTIATENN 3a0A03PHIN HeIaTHOe.
Korna sra nadopmanus moxkaTuiack 10 BIAaCTel, HaYaiICs ckanaal. /lemo B TOM, 94TO
NPEIOCTaBUTh APYTUe, KOMIIETEHTHO M3JI0KEHHBIE JaHHbIE, BUIUMO, 0Ka3aJ10Ch HEBO3MOXKHO.
Uro kacaetcs anruiickoi kamnanuu Gaffney, Cline and Associates, T0, 10 MHEHHIO HAIIETO
cobeceqHMKa B Amixabasie, yIpeKHYTh €€ MOKHO TOJIBKO B TOM, YTO OHA HE COOOIMIIa, Ha
OCHOBE KaKMX JJaHHBIX IPOBOAMIIA CBOM HcciieoBaHusa. CKopee BCEero ee SKCIepTOB BIACTH
CTpaHbl HE JOIYCTHJIM K CAMOCTOSATEIbHOMY aHAJIN3y Pe3yIbTaToOB OypeHUs pa3BeJOYHbIX
CKBaXXMH Ha MECTOPO’KICHUSAX, a MPEIOCTAaBUIIN JIUILb HENPABUIbHYIO HHTEPIIPETALMIO STHX
pe3ybTaTOB, IPOU3BEACHHYIO TYPKMEHCKUMHU CHEUATUCTaMH.



OOHapyKuBIIAsACS TPOPHETTPUTOTHOCT TYPKMEHCKHIX Ta30BHKOB, €CIIH 3TO OBLIO
JI0OpPOCOBECTHBIM HX 3a0IIyKJCHHEM, 3 BO3MOKHO, 1 HEUNCTOIJIOTHOCTD, €CJIN UCKAKCHHE
pe3ynbTaTOB OYpEeHUs CKBaKUH OBIJIO YMBILIUIEHHBIM, KaK YTBEP)KJaI0T OCBEIOMJICHHBIE
UCTOYHUKH B Anixabaje, CBUAETENBCTBYET 00 NCTOIEHUH KaJpOB B HE(TEra30B0M
KomIiekce TypKkMeHuu.

C Ipyro# CTOpOHBI, KaK ITOKa3bIBA€T COCTOSBILEECS BUEpa BEUEPOM IKCTPEHHOE 3acelaHue
kabmuHa TypkMeHHH, IOCBAIIEHHOE CKaHlaJly B Fa30BOM OTpaciu, MoJ00HbIE IEPUIIETHH
CIOCOOCTBYIOT OBICTPOMY Kapb€pPHOMY POCTY CHELIMAIIUCTOB cpeaHero 3BeHa. [1o
pe3ynbTaTam 3aceAaHnus npesuneHT Typkmenun I'ypOanrynsl bepabiMyxaMmenoB oTpaBuil B
OTCTaBKY 4yTh JIA HE BCEX PYKOBOIUTENIEH OTpaciu. A cpenn TeX, KTO 3aHsUl UX MECTa, JHOAH,
NPaKTUYECKA HUKOMY HE U3BECTHBIE 3a IIPEJIEJIAMU CTpaHbl. Tak, HOBBIM MUHUCTPOM
He(Tera3oBoi MPOMBIIIICHHOCTH 1 MUHEPAIBLHBIX pecypcoB Typkmennn HazHadeH Opa3Hyp
Hypwmbipanos, eme ron Ha3as 3aBeI0OBaBIINI OTIEIIOM B MHCTUTYTE HE()TH U Ta3a
rockoHuepHa «Typkmenras». Ero nmpeniecrBeHHUK AHHarynsl JlepsieB iepeBeicH B
pykoBoauTenu rockoHnepHa «[ypkmerreOut». HoBeiM rmaBoit «TypkmeHnra3a» Ha3HAUeH
Hypst MyxammMmenos.

ITo cBenmenusm «BpeMeHr HOBOCTEI», YK€ Ha4aI0Ch PacciieI0BaHUE 00CTOSTEILCTB TOTO,
KaKUM ITyTEeM 3araIHbIc KOMIIAaHUK CTaJTH 00J1aIaTeIsIMH CEKPETHBIX TAHHBIX O TYPKMEHCKHUX
MeCTOpOXKAeHUIX. HEeKOTOpBIE COTPYAHUKN OTPACTH HAXOATCS MO CISACTBUEM, APYTHC
YK€ apeCTOBaHBI.

He MeHee ceHCallMOHHBIMU MOTYT OKa3aThCs KaJpOBbIE IEPECTAHOBKU B IPYTOM, HE MEHEe
Ba)XHOM, 4eM He(TerazoBoe, TYpKMEHCKOM BEJOMCTBE -- MUHUCTEPCTBE HHOCTPAHHBIX JIEll.
Kak yTBepxaroT UCTOUHUKH «BpemeHn HoBocTeil» B TypkMeHCckoM MI/le, B onany nomnan
cam muHHCTp Pamug MepenoB. OToT 49-neTHuii qumiioMar, BEIMyCKHUK 1opdaka MI'Y,
Bosrnasusmuit MU/] eme npu Typkmen6Oamu Bennkom B utone 2001 rona, MOXKeT CUUTATHCS
BETEPaHOM B TYPKMEHCKOM pyKoBOACTBe. CUNTANOCh, YTO OH HOJIb3YETCsl MOJIHBIM TOBEPHEM
npe3uzieHTa bepapimyxamenoBa, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OCTaJICs, KaXKETCs, € AMHCTBEHHBIM
MHUHUCTPOM, Ha3HaueHHbIM enle TypkmenOamu. Tem He MeHee Kpeciio 3a1aTanoch U HoJ
HUM.

[IpuuunHa -- HeZOBOJIBCTBO Npe3uzieHTa bepasiMyxame0Ba TeM, Kak OblI OPraHU30BaH €ro
HEIABHUII BU3UT B Hbm-ﬁopk nJiq yuyactus B ceccun I'enaccamosien OOH, a rmasHoe,
oOcrositenscTBamMu Berpeuu ¢ roccekperapem CHIA Xumnapu Knunron. Bo-nepBbix, Tam
BBIIIEN KOH(Y3: TYPKMEHCKHUI MPE3UISHT OM03/1aJl Ha Ty BCTpEUy Ha Iojdaca, U paH/IeBYy
0Ka3aJIoCh KOpoUe, YeM IUIaHUPOBaoch. Bo-BTOphIX, r-H bepasiMmyxameoB, Kak
CBUJETENBCTBYIOT HAIIIM HCTOYHHUKH, ObUT paccepikeH Tem, uTo rinaBa MU /la He cymen
OTPaJMTh TMPE3UACHTA OT HEYJOOHBIX BOTIPOCOB I'-kKM KIIMHTOH 10 MOBOY 3alpeTOB
TYPKMEHCKHX BJacTel Ha BBIE3]l U3 CTPAHBI CTYJECHTOB /U 00y4eHHUs B 3apyOEKHBIX By3aX
Ha aMEpUKaHCKHE CTUNICHIUH (cM. «Bpemsa noeocmeit» om 7 okmaops). I'occexkperapb
CIIA 3aroBopuiia Ha 3Ty TEMY B CAMOM KOHIIE BCTPEYH, KOT/1a COOECEHUKHU yXKe MOIHSIINChH
CO CBOUX Kpecell.

Tenepsb B Amixabasie >kIyT, IPOCTUT JIM IMPE3UAEHT CBOETO BEPHOTO MUHKCTPA 32 3Ty
OIUIOIIHOCTb WJIM OTHPaBUT B oTcTaBKy. [1oka sxe Pamun MepenoB MoJIHOCTBIO HcUes C

TYPKMCHCKHUX TCJICOKPAHOB U U3 CBOJOK HOBOCTEH.
Apkaaun 1YBHOB
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