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Brief background

= Specialisation: The international
governance of crop genetic
resources (since 2000)

= Doctoral dissertation (2007):
Governing agrobiodiversity - Crop
genetics and developing countries

= Since 2005: The Farmers’ Rights
Project - providing research based i
guidance on implementation o

= Current projects: DIVERSIFOOD, Suitable
Seeds, DYNAVERSITY, Farmers’ Pride
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= Genetic diversity in food plants &
and why it matters

= Some words on the context of
international agreements

= Community Seed Banks (CSBs)
In Europe

= CSBs as a springboard for on-
farm and in-garden diversity

= Ongoing efforts in Europe to
organize the CSB initiatives
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GENETIC DIVERSITY
IN FOOD PLANTS



Genetic diversity in food plants
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Genetic diversity in food plants
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Genetic diversity in food plants
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WHY IMPORTANT?
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Basis of all food and agriculture
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... in times of climate change...
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Life msurance for many farmers
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Central in organic agriculture
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... basic for nutrition
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. as for t‘radltlons and identity
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... and for our senses
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But the diversit
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\\\\g The International Treaty

D ! .._:? ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

T h e P I a n t T reaty / FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

A GLOBAL TREATY FOR FOOD SECURITY
AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

THE INTERNATIONAL

Objectives: TREATY ON PLANT
] ] ] GENEI;I'(I)CRI}:Eg8[l)JRCES
The objectives of this Treaty are the ANE ARG R

conservation and sustainable use of
plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture and the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of
their use, in harmony with the
Convention on Biological Diversity,
for sustainable agriculture and

food security.

(Plant Treaty, Art. 1)
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COMMUNITY SEED
BANKS IN EUROPE
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CSBs: Some common features

= Saving/storing seeds for conservation,
maintenance and making them available

= Jointly managed by the people involved, as
networks, cooperatives or organizations

= Work mostly on a non-profit basis, with an
aim of improving seed and food security and
the livelihoods of farmers (DCs)

= Are often platforms for community based-
agrobiodiversity management in a broad
sense, including capacity building in seed
selection, breeding and agricultural methods
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Background

* Seed savers in the North,
from the 1970’s

« CSBs in the South from the
1980s, different
forms and functions

« Aimed at maintaining
plant genetic diversity and r=
provide access for farmers and gardeners
who cannot find what they need or wish in

the formal seed sector
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Background

 Several studies on CSBs in the South;
few from the North:

* Thus, DIVERSIFOOD surve

Réseau Semences Paysannes, Fr:
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Background

 CSBs in Europe have evolved as grasroot
initiatives from networks/organizations of
farmers or gardeners

* Represent an important contribution to the
conservation and sustainable use of crop
genetic diversity in Europe, and to make
this available for farmers and garders.

 Thus an important contribution to the
implementation of the Plant Treaty in
Europe.
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PIYERSIFOODR”

COMMUNITY SEED BANKS
IN EUROPE

Results from a questionnaire survey
Carried out by Beate Koller, ARCHE NOAH, Austria
in collaboration with DIVERSIFOOD-partners

Presentation by Regine Andersen, Senior Research Fellow,
Fridtjof Nansens Institutt/DIVERSIFOOD
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Further reading
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#f SEED BANKS:
€" SHARING EXPERENCES
¢ FROM NORTH
A AND SOUTH

REPORT

FROM A SIDE EVENT HELD

1 NOVEMBER 2017,
DURING THE SEVENTH
SESSION OF THE
GOVERNING BODY OF

THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY
ON PLANT GENETIC
RESOURCES FOR FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE
IN KIGALJ, RWANDA

Regine Andersen, Pitambar
Shrestha, Gloria Otieno, Yoshiaki
Nishikawa, Patrick Kasasa and
Andrew Mushita
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SEED BANKS

IN EUROPE

REPORT

FROM A STAKEHOLDER
WORKSHOP IN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE
DIVERSIFOOD PROJECT,

21 SEPTEMBER 2017

Edited by Beate Koller, Béla Bartha,
Riccardo Bocci, Maria Carrascosa,
Pierre Riviére and Regine Andersen

With contributions of Fulya Batur, Brigitte
Boitel, Fabrizio Bottar, Esther Gonzélez
Bravo, Ximena Cadima, Véronique Chable,
Alonso Navarro Chaves, Christian Dalmasso,
= Catrina Fenton, Joseba Ibargurengoitia
Gascé, Jose Luis Granados, Johannes
Keintzel, Marie-Eve Levert, Paula Lipez, Sofia
Matsi, Sendy Osmicevic, Alice Pasin, Emil
Platzer, Gert Poulsen, David Martos Pozo,
Ezra Ricci, Aurora Sénchez, Simon von
Siebenthal, Rallitsa Tsingou, Ronnie Vernooy
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CSBs AS
SPRINGBOARD
FOR CROP DIVERSITY



Community seed banks
= Are bridges between national gene banks
and farmers/horticulturalists/gardeners

= Promote the management of crop genetic
diversity on-farm - expand diversity

= May provide a platform for cooperation with
breeders and scientists - for more capacity

= May enable the expanded use of crop
genetic diversity along the value chain

= Promote enthusiasm for crop diversity and
increased popularity
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Efforts to organize initiatives
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DYNAVERSITY

www.dynaversity.eu www.farmerspride.eu
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