
COMMUNITY SEED BANKS 
IN EUROPE
Results from a questionnaire survey
Carried out by Beate Koller, ARCHE NOAH, Austria 
in collaboration with DIVERSIFOOD-partners

Presentation by Regine Andersen,  Senior Research Fellow, 
Fridtjof Nansens Institutt/DIVERSIFOOD





Initiatives 
participating
in CSB survey

85 responses
received





4

0
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
18
20

2015 or
after

2010 to
2015

2005 to
2010

2000 to
2005

1995 to
2000

1990 to
1995

1985 to
1990

1980 to
1985

before
1980

Europe South (IT, GR) Europe North (NL, DE, SE, UK, IR)
Europe West (FR, ES, PT) Europe Central (AU, DE, CH)
EU-MS since 2004 (CZ, HU, HR, EE)

De Oerakker (NL), HDRA (UK), 
Arche Noah (AU), PSR (CH), 
SESAM (SE), VEN (DE)

ISS (IR), VERN 
(DE), Gengel
(CZ), RdS de 
Euskadie, EL 
RINCÓN (ES), 
…

RSP (FR), 
RdS (ES), 
RSR (IT), 
Aegilops (GR),
…

Period of foundation and increasing numbers



5

Founders

Who were the main
founders of your CSB?

Others: 
technicians, civil
servants

Others: bakers, 
researchers, 
civil servants

Others: researchers, 
other organisations, 
civil servants
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Main aims today

What are the main aims
of your CSB today?
(Compared to the aims
at foundations)

Others: adapt, 
select, produce
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Main activities
of the CSBs today
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Stakeholder & Interactions

Comparing reports from groups 1, 2 and 3: 
Selected stakeholder groups
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n = 24

n = 31

n = 30

What Groups of
Plants ?

• cereals
• maize
• potatoes
• oilseeds
• other field crops
• leafy vegetables
• fruiting vegetables
• tuber vegetables
• legumes
• herbs
• fruit trees
• berries
• vines
• nuts
• ornamentals
• wild plants
• others
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Primary sources of
plant propagation
material
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Where do you see
the most important
achievements of
your CSB?
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in training,
education,

awareness raising

In the conservation
of rare crops

in involvement and
participation

in crop
improvement

in political work,
advocacy

in research

in social
innovations



What do you 
consider the 
greatest barriers for 
reaching your 
objectives
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What do you 
consider the 
greatest strength 
of your CSB to 
overcome those 
barriers?

Open question; 
answers clustered
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group power -
collective action -
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friendship

Great, growing 
acceptance -
sensibilisation of 
the public - being 
well known

good contacts with 
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organisations

the ability to 
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flexible - being 
free and no 
burocracy -
being resilient

Being small, 
being local



SUMMARY
CSBs in Europe are many and diverse
• In their numbers per region
• In their geographic and thematic scope of activities
• In their age
• In their social structures: 

25% informal, others associations, foundations, cooperatives and 
ltds; 

• Most non-profit, some to minor extent for profit
• 10-10.000 persons involved in the communities
• Big variations with regards to available resources
• Variations in priorities
• variations in crop species and numbers
• different methods and infastructure – not all have seed banks
• Different aims and approaches
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