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Nationality: Norwegian 
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EDUCATION 

1997-2002 University of Oslo: Ph.D. (Doctor Artium) in 2002. 

1989-1992 University of Oslo: Cand. Philol. (MA) 1992.  

1987-89 Peking University, China:  Diploma 

1985-86 Beijing Language Institute, China: Diploma  

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2019- Fridtjof Nansen Institute (FNI): 

Research Professor 

2017-2019 FNI: Senior Research Fellow 

2014-2017 FNI: Senior Research Fellow and China Representative for FNI 

2014-2016 INTASAVE Asia-Pacific:  

Country Director, China; Head of Energy & Climate Policy 

2009-2014 UNDP China Country Office:  

Senior Climate Change Advisor; Leader, Climate Change Team 

2003-2009 

2003-2007 

FNI: Senior Research Fellow  

Director of Global Programme 

1997-2002 Researcher and Ph.D. candidate  

1995-1997 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Beijing:  

Programme officer in the Energy and Environment division/JPO 

1994-1995 United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Beijing: Programme 

officer in the UNIFEM office to assist on the World Conference on Women (WCW).  

1993-1994 FNI: Research assistant & Forum for Norwegian China Competence  

1991-1992 Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI):  

Student grant at NUPI to write MA thesis. 

 

LEADERSHIP OF and PARTICIPATION in PROJECTS 

2017-2020 Project Leader: ‘Managing mercury through multilevel governance: Norway and 

China’ funded by the Research Council of Norway. Research collaboration between 

FNI, NIVA, Peking U and Tsinghua U. 

2017-2019 

 

Participant, Strategic Challenges in International Climate and Energy Policy (CICEP); 

Lead-author ‘China’s climate and energy policy: at a turning point?' 

https://www.fni.no/projects/strategic-challenges-in-international-climate-and-energy-

policy-cicep-article304-277.html 

2014-2017 Lead, work package China: ‘China’s Development of ETS as a GHG mitigating 

policy tool: a case of diffusion or domestic drivers?’ in the project Designing 

Effective Emissions Trading: The Contribution of International Diffusion  

2018-2019 Lead, research project; Addressing China’s Emissions: Low Carbon Cities and the 

Alliance of Peaking Pioneer Cities  

2014-2016 Project Director, ‘Synergies of Land Rights Transfer on Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

and Adaptation to Climate Change’; Project collaboration between, FNI, CAAS 

(Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences) and INTASAVE Asia-Pacific. 

mailto:gheggelund@fni.no


2013-2014 Editor, coordinated research for TERI-NCSC-CUFE-ZU-UNDP 2014 Low Carbon 

Development in China and India: Issues and Strategies 

2011-2013 Chief Editor; coordinated China National Human Development Report 2013 on 

sustainable and liveable cities 

2009-2010 Coordinated UNDP National Human Development Report for China on low carbon 

economy and society 

2008-2009 

 

2007-2008 

 

Project leader for China in the Asia–Pacific Partnership: consequences for UN 

climate change mitigation efforts? 

Project leader for China’s Climate Change Policy: Through the Prism of Energy 

Policy. Funded by ministry of Foreign Affairs and StatoilHydro 

2004-2007 Project leader for Key actors and the climate regime: Lessons and future 

 options  

2005-2006 Project participant in Blueprint for East-Asian Energy Efficiency Cooperation: 

International Framework to Promote Energy Efficiency in East Asia.  

2004-2006 International expert: Building Capacity for the Clean Development Mechanism in 

China, UNDP China. 

2003-2004 Project leader for the project Design of the CDM-system in China. 

2002-2008 Project participant in The Role of the UN in Global Environmental Governance: 

Potential for Increased Effectiveness? Responsible for China.  

2001-2003 Project participant in Alternatives to the Kyoto Protocol: Possibilities and 

Consequences. Responsible for China. 

 Project participant in Implementing the Kyoto Protocol. Responsible for China. 

1997-2001 PhD project responsible/author: The Decision-making for the Three Gorges Project 

Resettlement in China.  

2000-2001 Responsible for project Chinese climate policies and the potential for CDM (2000-

2001) (funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 

2019-2021 China Programme Focal Point in international evaluation team to China 

Programme Focal Point in international evaluation team to provide evaluation 

services of China renewable energy programme commissioned by Children’s 

Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF) 

2019-2020 China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and 

Development (CCICED); International advisor to the ongoing Special Policy 

Study (SPS) on ‘Global Climate Governance and China’s Role’ 

2016-2018 

 

Senior evaluator, member of international evaluation team to provide 

evaluation services of energy related coal strategies in China commissioned by 

Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF), Hewlett Foundation and 

ClimateWorks Foundation, including the China Coal Consumption Cap Plan 

and Policy Research Project implemented by the Natural Resources Defense 

Council (NRDC). 

2015-2016 

 

Member of international evaluation team to provide evaluation services of 

ClimateWorks’ Energy Efficiency Campaign with responsibility for China.  

2015-2017 CHINOR Expert Advisory Group (EAG), Research Council of Norway, 

Member in EAG to offer advice on long-term strategic planning.   

2014 CCICED, International expert in Special policy Study on Special Policy Study 

on Good City Models of Urbanization under the Concept of Ecological 

Civilization 

2011-2014 CHINOR Expert Advisory Group (EAG), Research Council of Norway, 

Member in EAG to offer advice on long-term strategic planning.   

2012-2013 CCICED, International expert and co-ordinator for the Task Force on 

Environmental Protection and Social Development 

2010-2011 CCICED, International expert, China Environment and Development Outlook 

(established July 2010). 

2005-2006 International expert, OECD Environmental Performance Review (EPR) of 



China (responsible for the energy chapter). 

2005 -2009 Nordic NIAS Council (Nordic Institute for Asian Studies), FNI 

representative 

2003-2010 Member of Board of Advisors for journal Sustainable Development Research 

(in Chinese), published by Centre for Sustainable Development, CASS 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

 

 Spoken Read Written 

English Fluent Fluent Fluent 

Chinese Fluent Fluent Fluent 

French Fluent Average Average 

German Average Average Limited 

Spanish Limited Limited Limited 
 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS Articles, reports and book chapter: 

Heggelund, Gørild 2021. China’s climate and energy policy: at a turning point? Vol. 21, No.1 March 2021, 

International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10784-021-09528-5  

Skjærseth, Jon Birger, Andresen, Steinar, Bang, Guri and Gørild Heggelund 2021. The Paris Agreement and 

key actors’ domestic climate policy mixes: Comparative patterns, International Environmental 

Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, Vol. 21, No.1 March 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10784-

021-09531-w 

Rosendal. Kristin, Steinar Andresen, Gørild Heggelund, Eirik Hovland Stensdal 2020. The Minamata 

Convention and Mercury Policy in China: The Role of Science, Asian Perspective, issue 44.3, pp. 435-

460 DOI: 10.1353/apr.2020.0019 

Heggelund, Gørild 2020. Subnational Implementation Pathways for China’s National Pricing System: 

Challenges and Opportunities, in Stavins, Robert N. and Robert C. Stowe, eds. Subnational Climate 

Change Policy in China. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard Project on Climate Agreements, February, 

pp. 41-45 

Heggelund, Gørild and Han, Cheng 2020. China's Climate Policy: Does an Arctic Dimension Exist?. In Svein 

Vigeland Rottem and Ida Folkestad Soltvedt, Arctic Governance: Norway, Russia and Asia. Volume 3. 

I.B. Tauris, 2020, chapter 12.  London Oxford Bloomsbury ISBN 9781784539641.  

Gåsemyr, Hans Jørgen; Heggelund, Gørild. China in the Sustainable Development Agenda: Key environmental 

issues and responses. Oslo: NUPI 2020 NUPI Policy Brief (4/2020)  

Heggelund, Gørild, Iselin Stensdal, Maosheng Duan and Jørgen Wettestad. 2019. China’s Development of ETS 

as a GHG mitigating policy tool: a case of diffusion or domestic drivers? Review of Policy Research 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ropr.12328 

Heggelund, Gørild, 2018. ‘Addressing Climate Change in China: policies and governance’ in Adriana Galderisi 

(ed.) Smart, Resilient and Transition Cities, Emerging Approaches and tools for a Climate-Sensitive 

Urban Development. Elsevier Paperback ISBN: 9780128114773 

Stensdal, Iselin, Gørild Heggelund, and Maosheng Duan, 2018. ‘China’s Carbon Market: in it to learn it’; 

Chapter 11, in Jørgen Wettestad and Lars Gulbrandsen (eds). The Evolution of Carbon Markets: Design 

and Diffusion. London and New York: Routledge, pp180-207.   

Heggelund, Gørild and Rebecca Nadin, 2017. ‘Climate Change Policy and Governance’; Chapter 8, in Eva 

Sternfeld (ed) Routledge Handbook of Environmental Policy in China, London and New York: 

Routledge, pp. 97-112. 

Heggelund, Gørild and Han Cheng, 2017. China’s climate policy: Does an Arctic dimension exist? “Arctic 

Policy and Sustainable Development” Advances in Polar Science (ISSN 1674-9928, CN 31-2050/P) 

2016, 27: 139-145, doi:10.13679/j.advps.2016.3.00139 

Heggelund, Gørild 2016. ‘Establishing the world’s largest carbon market’ in China’s Green Revolution 

Norwegian Climate Foundation Report 4/2016 (in Norwegian), pp. 53-57. 

UNDP 2013. Pan, Jiahua, Luis Gomez-Echeverri and Gørild Heggelund, (eds.). Sustainable and Liveable Cities: 

Toward Ecological Civilization, China National Human Development Report. Beijing: China 

Translation & Publishing Corporation. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10784-021-09528-5
https://doi.org/10.1353/apr.2020.0019
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ropr.12328


Heggelund, Gørild, Steinar Andresen and Inga Fritzen Buan, August 2010. ‘Chinese Climate policy: Domestic 

Priorities, Foreign Policy and Emerging Implementation” in Kathryn Harrison, Lisa McIntosh 

Sundstrom (eds) Global Commons, Domestic Decisions: the Comparative Politics of Climate Change, 

Cambridge Massachusetts: MIT Press, pp.229-259 

Heggelund, Gørild and Inga Fritzen Buan, 2009. "China in the Asia-Pacific Partnership - Consequences for UN 

Climate Change Mitigation Efforts?  Vol 9, No 3, pp. 301–317, International Environmental 

Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics  

Kasa, Sjur, Anne. T. Gullhaug and Gørild Heggelund, 2008. ‘The Group of 77 in International Climate 

Negotiations: Recent Developments and Future Directions’, International Environmental Agreements: 

Politics, Law and Economics, 8 (2): pp. 113-127. 

Heggelund, Gørild, 2007. ‘China’s Climate Change Policy: Domestic and International Developments’, Asian 

Perspective, Vol. 31, No. 2, pp. 155-191.  

Heggelund, Gørild and Ellen Bruzelius Backer, 2007.  ‘China and UN environmental policy:  institutional 

growth, learning and implementation’, in International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and 

Economics, Vol 7, No 4, 2007, pp. 415-438.  

Sugiyama, Taishi, Gørild Heggelund and Takahiro Ueno, 'The Need for Energy Efficiency Cooperation'. In 

Sugiyama and Oshita (eds), Cooperative Climate. Energy Efficiency Across East Asia. Winnipeg, 

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), 2006, pp. 11-33. 

Ohshita, Stephanie, Steve Wiel and Gørild Heggelund, 'Cooperation Structure: The Growing Role of 

Independent Cooperation Networks'. In Sugiyama and Oshita (eds), Cooperative Climate. Energy 

Efficiency Across East Asia. Winnipeg, International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), 

2006, pp. 39-62. 

Heggelund, Gørild, (2006) ‘Resettlement Programmes and Environmental Capacity in the Three Gorges Dam 

Project’, Development and Change 37 (1): 179-199. 

Heggelund, Gørild, Steinar Andresen and SunYing, (2005) ‘Performance of the Global Environmental Facility 

(GEF) in China: Achievements and Challenges as seen by the Chinese’, International Environmental 

Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics (IEA), 5: 323-348. 

Bang, Guri, Gørild Heggelund and Jonas Vevatne, (2005) Shifting strategies in the global climate negotiations, 

FNI report 6/2005, Lysaker. 

Heggelund, Gørild (2005), 'Running into Dead Ends: Challenges in Researching the Three Gorges Dam'. China 

Environment Series, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Vol 7. 

Heggelund, Gørild (2004), Environment and Resettlement Politics in China: The Three Gorges Project. 

Hampshire (UK), Ashgate, Series: King's SOAS Studies in Development Geography Ashgate Publishing 

(ISBN  0 7546 3859 6).  

Tangen, Kristian and Gørild Heggelund (2003) ‘Will the Clean Development Mechanism be effectively 

implemented in China?’ Volume nr. 3, issue no. 3 (2003) s. 303-307, Viewpoint, Climate Policy. 

Tangen, Kristian, Heggelund, Gørild and Buen, Jørund (2001), ‘China’s climate change positions: At a Turning 

point?, Energy and Environment, Vol. 12, Nos 2&3, 2001. 

 

Coordinated, edited & contributed to the following reports: 

TERI-NCSC-CUFE-ZU-UNDP 2016. Low Carbon Development in China and India: Issues and Strategies. 

Study by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), National Centre for Climate Change Strategy and 

International Cooperation (NCSC), Central University of Finance and Economics (CUFE), Zhejiang 

University (ZU), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). New Delhi: TERI Press. 

UNDP 2012. Climate Change and Development in China. Three Decades of Support, UNDP China. 

UNDP 2010.  China and a Sustainable Future: Towards a Low Carbon Economy and Society, China National 

Human Development Report. Beijing: China Translation & Publishing Corporation 

OECD 2007, OECD Environmental Performance Reviews. China. OECD Publishing 
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