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The Fridtjof Nansen Institute (FNI)

is Norway's leading centre of expertise
on political science and legal research on
international biodiversity governance.
The focus is on the relation between
access, benefit-sharing and intel-

lectual property rights pertaining

to genetic resources, and con-

servation and sustainable use

of biodiversity in general.




About FNI’'s Research on Biological Diversity

Biological diversity is vital for
ecological systems and thus
for life on earth. It is also cru-
cial to food security, the deve-
lopment of medicines, as well
as for shelter, watershed pro-
tection, and the access to fire-
wood. Most of the world’s
poorest people live in rural
areas and rely on biodiversity
for their livelihoods. The avail-
ability of these resources is
therefore crucial for poverty alleviation. In all parts of the world,
however, biodiversity is rapidly eroding.

International biodiversity agreements seek to ensure the conser-
vation and sustainable use of biodiversity and a fair distribution of
benefits derived from genetic resources. FNI research is aimed at
international processes with ramifications for these objectives, in-
cluding interaction with agreements on trade and agriculture. Cen-
tral to this work is the relationship between regimes for access &
benefit-sharing from use of genetic resources and legislation on
intellectual property rights to biological material.

Research encompasses the management of wild as well as domesti-
cated genetic resources in agriculture and aquaculture. A central
topic is farmers’ rights pertaining to plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture.

Other central topics include the science-policy debate in the man-
agement and protection of forest biodiversity, in evolving regu-
lations on GMOs and invasive alien species, and in the Norwegian
approach to marine resources and bioprospecting.

International forest politics, forest management and certification
(ecolabelling) are other key topics of FNI's biodiversity research. In
these studies FNI emphasizes the role of the corporate sector.

FNI also conducts research on the UN and its key role in global en-
vironmental governance as both an arena and an actor. The cluster
of biodiversity agreements centring on the CBD is given particular
attention, as well as important UN bodies like UNEP, GEF and
CSD.The main research disciplines are political science and law.
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Selected ongoing
and recent projects:

The Access and Benefit
Sharing Research Project.

The Farmers’ Rights
Project.

Legal frameworks for
bioprospecting and bio-
innovation in Polar
Regions (BIOs-POLAR)

Biotechnology in
Agriculture and
Aquaculture - Effects of
Intellectual Property
Rights in the Food
Production Chain.

Managing Protected Areas
in a Time of
Internationalization.

Norwegian Biodiversity
Policy in the Interface
between European
Legislation and
Multilateral Environmental
Treaties: the Seed Issue.

Competing land-use
pressures in Norway:
Examining the integration
of nature protection
concerns in windpower
licenses.

International Objectives
for Adaptation, Access
and Benefit Sharing:
Effects on the
Management of Plant
Genetic Resources in India
and Nepal.
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